STORRINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
At the June meeting we had the pleasure of Elizabeth Sawday from Apuldram Rose nursery speaking to us about roses. Elizabeth said the nursery now produces between 15 – 18 thousand roses a year varying in type from hybrid tea, shrub, patio miniatures, floribunda, damask, ground cover, floribunda, bush type, climbers and ramblers. The most fragrant roses are the older type of Damask which was originally used by monks centuries ago. The use then spread, being used for perfumes, rose oil, cooking and sweet making. 
All the roses at Apuldram are grown from budding onto the root stock. This is done once a year; A talented budder will arrive and spend a two or three of weeks bent over budding several thousand rose bushes. He is accompanied by a patcher who follows him along the rows securing each new graft.  The grafting buds are meticulously prepared by Elizabeth, her mother-in-law and maybe a third person. This is done by cutting a rose with a good stem, the flower is discarded along with all the leaves. leaving just a bare stem with four buds; this is now called a stick.  Then each stick must have every thorn removed so that the budder does not have problems. The sticks have to be very carefully labelled so the correct bloom will develop. 
Elizabeth then answered many questions from the floor and said that roses that are well looked after, with water and feed, are more resistant to rose problems, especially black spot.  
The evening finished with a raffle and light refreshments.
We have our Summer Show on August 2nd at 2pm in Storrington Village Hall. New exhibitors and visitors are very welcome. The schedule is on our website or hard copies can be collected from any committee member.
 The next meeting is on 15th August and is all about Sussex beekeeping
Janet Webber


