Parham
At the May meeting we enjoyed a talk by Andrew Humphris, the Head Gardener at Parham.
Andrew started off by describing his background as a gardener; his father John was his gardening mentor, and throughout Andrew’s childhood held several significant posts, such as Head Gardener at Borde Hill and Sutton Place, and became the President of the Professional Gardeners Guild, where he started a training scheme. He received the Victoria Medal of Honour, the highest award in UK professional horticulture, which is awarded to those the RHS considers deserving of special honour by the society. The young Andrew was therefore surrounded by wonderful gardens, and had an expert to discuss and share gardening ideas with.
After previous roles including Savile Garden, Biddulph, Woollaton Old Hall, and West Lodge Estate, Andrew was appointed as Head Gardener at Parham in January 2021. Parham has been open to the public since 1948; the gardens are renowned for the four-acre Walled Garden, and herbaceous borders, and traditionally the house always has cut flowers from the garden in every room.  
There had been an ongoing problem with bindweed for some time, and the opportunity to start to tackle it began during lockdown in 2020. However, it became clear that a radical approach was required. Andrew drew up a 5-year plan, and the family and directors of Parham supported his proposals. This meant a degree of disruption, with beds left fallow, but was considered the right approach to fully address the issue. As each bed is tackled, special plants are washed to remove all vestiges of bindweed, and stored elsewhere. Then, the bindweed is sprayed when it is in full leaf, to achieve maximum take-up. Following this, the bed is left fallow for two years, and then dug thoroughly to find any last remaining vestiges. The blue border, a firm favourite with visitors, was the worst affected area, and was left fallow for three years. The plan is now in its fifth year, and the gold border is now fallow – the last area to be treated.
The evening finished with light refreshments and a raffle. 
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